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AT 


GREENWICH, 


WHO WERE PRESENT AT THE DELIVERY OF THIS 


* 
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AND AT WHOSE REQUEST IT IS PRINTED, 
rx 1S THEREFORE INSCRIBED, 8 
WITH THE HIGHEST RESPECT, 
BY THEIR MOST OBEDIENT | 
AND VERY HUMBLE SERVANT, 
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THE AUTHOR, 


ADVERTISEMENT. 
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Tus D is committed to the Preſs in Defe- f 
rence to the Opinion of thoſe Officers, who ſignified 4 
their Wiſhes that it could be diſtributed among the 
Seamen under their Protection and Government. I 
If its Effect ſhould be the Preſervation in weir 
Minds, of a due Senſe of the Bleſſings they enjoy, 4 
and of rick Attention to the excellent Inſtructions X 


they receive, the Object of . it will be 1 fully 


; accompliſhed. 
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nent. 


their 
1 $ works, and I will rejoice in givin $ praiſe 
tions Jer the oper ations of Thy hands. . 


fully! 
thoughts are very deep. 


In unwiſe man doth not con. der this, and 


a Ss doth not W it. 


Bo Lord haft made me e glad cbrough Thy 


D Lord, how &lorious are T by works : T "by 


-HENEVER : men of honeſt aninids 
5 and plain underſtandings, are to 
pe addreſſed upon any ſubject, Which 
; ighly concerns them, they ought to be 
* = thoken | 


A 1 * 
” 
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ih 118 * * 
1 g ſpoken t to in the plaineſt manner. The 
_ importance of the information they are toi 
: | Ws! receive, renders any obſcurity in thelf 
1 communication of it abſolutely inexcu- 
1 ſable. Our Bleſſed Saviour preached Hi 
iſt eee ta. this poor as well as to the rich; 
| 1 and although His doctrines are the wolff 
1 | ſublime that ever were delivered to man- | 
in kind, or that the apprehenſion of man can 
lit ever attain, they were preached by Him, 
it and are recorded in the goſpels, in words 
ZH intelligible to the moſt common capacity. 
0 It is alſo very eaſy for every man, whof 
il carefully reads the holy ſcriptures, to finde 
{tl in them many parts and paſſages, that arel 
lh wonderfully applicable to his own parti- 
| | _ cular ſituation and circumſtances ; God} | 
0 having ſo graciouſly revealed the word off 
| f | truth, that while the ſcriptures contain ally 
. things neceſſary for the general ſalvation of 
tit mankind, they at ſame time ſupply what-| 
It FE. moſtefficacious towards the edifica- 
ſh - of every individual. I fhall endea-· 
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FN 


f our to give you an example of this i in 


The 

Ide ſacred text I have juſt read to you, 
are to 

the in nd I ſhall endeavour to conform to the 


Fule I have laid down, by doing this in 
he cleareſt manner, that you may ſo reap 
the greater advantage from the inſtruction 

| | offer you. 5 Give me your attention then 
Wor a ſhort time, and may it pleaſe God to 
grant a bleſſing to the word now to "Ii 7 
| EE reached unto you. | 
In this text, the Pſalmiſt thus expr tes 

; Ibimſelf: : * Thou, Lord, haſt made me 
Lead through thy works, and I will re- 


of thy hands. 0 Lord, how glorious 
„ Fare thy works: thy thoughts are very 
Fdcep! An unwiſe man doth not conſi- 

| 65 this, and a fool doth not underſtand 

J it Now I mean to aſſert, and to prove = 
of 1 that there is not one thought in this 

f f of the Pſalmiſt, but which ought 
to be entertained in the mind of every one 
I of you} and indeed muſt be, if you re- 
x A 4 „ 


f joice in giving praiſe for the operations 1 


[8 1 4 
1 flect as becomes reaſonable men and i 
4 Chriſtians, on your paſt trials and your 
preſent ſi tuation. To ſhew this, we 
will conſider this paſſage in its ſeveral 
parts. The Pſalmiſt firſt tells us, that 
e the Lord had made him glad through| 
His works; that is, by the conſideration 
of the power and majeſty, the wiſdom, i 
loving-kindneſs, and mercy, which he 
had obſerved in his contemplation of 
them. And what deſtination is there i in 

the world, what manner of life among 

| thoſe that are variouſly allotted to the 
ſons of men, that gives them ſuch op- L 
portunities of beholding God's wonderful | 
works, as that in which you have all 
been engaged? If you have often ſeen \ 
0 and felt the rage of contending elements, | 
= you muſt have a ſtrong conviction of the ; 
power of that God, who raiſeth the tem- 
| ji peſt at His word, and with a word com- 
mandeth the ſea to be ſtill. If you will 
; 0 call to memory thoſe glorious appearances 


which 
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and Swhich the ſplendour of heaven, and the 


our 
we 


unbounded expanſe of the ocean, have ſo 
often ſhewn you, in the variety of cli- 


ral mates through which you have ſailed, 
hs t. you cannot do otherwiſe than profoundly 


ash 


reverence the majeſty of their omnipo- 
tent Creator. If you will conſider how 
b the nations of the whole earth are con- 
nected with each other, and the com- 
forts and the conveniencies of the lives 


| of all men are multiplied by that in- 


J tercourſe which navigation affords, you 


| muſt acknowledge the loving-kindneſs 


of that God, who hath given to man wiſ- 


dom to underſtand this important ſcience, 
and endowed his heart with fortitude and 
1 to enable him to defy and ſur- 


mount the dangers of its practice. If 


| {you remember certain times when theſe 


may yet have failed, and all human efforts 
have ſunk in deſpair ; When“ the deep 
opened her mouth to ſwallow you up, 01 or 
the deyouring ! fire raging fiercely 3 

— eee 
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” 
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TY | 
ened your deſtruction, or the violence ol b 
ſurrounding enemies had almoſt over- 3 
whelmed you ; if any of you, I fay, nol 

| ſurvives ſuch hours of diſmay as thei 
his heart muſt be filled, while I now re- 

call them to his mind, with the grateful 
ſenſe of the loving-kindneſs and mercy of 
God, who was 15 refuge and ſtrength, 
a very preſent help in time of trouble.“ 
Surely then, every one of you has the} 
ſtrongeſt motives to join with the pſalmiſt, 
and, like him, * to rejoice in giving God 
praiſe for theſe the operations of His} 
hands.“ 7 | 
Let us now go on to the ſecond part 
of our text, in which the Pfalmiſt ex- 
claims, O Lord, how glorious are Thy | 
works: Thy thoughts are very deep!“ 
In paying this tribute of reverence to che 
Moſt High, every one of you has alſo 
the ſtrongeſt reaſon to join with the 
 pfalmiſt. From the time you firſt en- 
tered upon your profeſſion, which 1s ſo 


3 pre- | 
: 6 


K 


e off Y precarious IN itſelf, but ſo honorable to 
ver- vou, and advantageous to mankind, you 
now? muſt be ſenſible that you were under the 
eſe, protection of a wiſe and gracious Provi- 
re- dence, who has at length conducted you 
eful to a place of refuge, not only from the 
y of ſtorms of nature, but from the troubles, 
gth, the difficulties, and the temptations of 
le. the world. How many ſituations can 
the moſt of you remember of ſuch a fort, 
niſt, chat, if any one had told you, when la- 
God boring under your difficulties, that the 
His divine goodneſs would not only extricate 
you from them, but one day would place 
part you, for the remainder of your lives, in 
ex- Fa ſtate of ſecurity and comfort: you 
* muſt then have anſwered; if it be poſ- 
p !” F6ble that I ſhould once eſcape from this 
| che diſtreſs, and yet enjoy days of peace and 
alſo ſatisfaction, how great muſt be the wiſ- 
the dom of Him who can contrive this, which 
en- no ſeems beyond all hope: His thoughts 
is ol muſt be very deep! In ſuch times of 
pre- 3 A 6 diſtreſs, 
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diſtreſs, the conſideration of our own | 5 


unworthineſs always increaſes our appre- q 
henfions. We think that there is reaſon 3 


enough, that the hand of God ſhould be 


lüfted up to puniſh : we fear that there | 
is little hope that it ſhould be ſtretched 


out to fave us. If we implore his mercy, 


as we generally do moſt fervently at thoſe l 
ſeaſons, we at the ſame time wee f 
that we cannot claim it; for we own | 1 
ourſelves to be miſerable ſinners: yet 

how many promiſes do we make, if it 


Would but pleaſe him to ſpare us; how | 
many reſolutions of repentance and 


IS 


amendment do we form i in our minds, if 
ve might but be ſaved this once! Thoſe 
| who have made, and kept ſuch promiſes| 
and reſolutions; thoſe who have been un- 
expectedly reſcued from ſuch bodily dan-| 1 
gers, their cry to the Lord i in their trou- 4 
| ble” having been heard, and have, at the 


fame time, eſcaped from the dangers of 1 


fin, and turned from the paths that lead 


in a moment. 


5 


to deſtruction, being reclaimed by their 


ſenſe of God's goodneſs, muſt ſurely now 
ſay unto Him, whoſe righteous judgments. 


have occaſioned their converſion,” © CFRy . 
thoughts, O Lord, are very deep!“ 


95 


But many of you, who have thus 33 
protected, have ſeen others cut off or loſt 
Some of theſe, perhaps» | 


were men of bravery, virtue, and piety, 


E whom God hath thought fit thus to take | 
to Himſelf, delivering then at once from 
| the miſeries of this world, and calling 5 
them to the eternal enjoyment of a bet- 

ter: Others you may have ſeen ſnatched 
away ſuddenly i in the midſt of a Profli- 
4 gate life, or even while their tongues 
were blaſpheming the great name of Him, 
whoſe terrible judgments they experi- 
enced in death. 


Be affured, however, 
that in every one of theſe inſtances, the 


Judge of all the earth hath done right; 
and that He, without whoſe word not 
* evena ſparrow falleth to the ground,” well 


5 : knoweth 


E 


. when it is fit to deſtroy and 


when to ſave. 


numberleſs events which take place in 


his government of the world, while we 


acknowledge that His mercy is everlaſting, 
we muſtat the ſame time confeſs that His 


ways are paſt finding out, His * 


are very deep.” 


"Wot; — the impreſſion 
which the mercy and judgments of God 
ought to make on every man who expe- 


riences either, the Pſalmiſt tells us, that 


an unwiſe man doth not well conlider + 


this, that a fool doth not underſtand it. 


It is to be feared, indeed, that this too 
often happens; that ſome men, when 
dangers are paſt and difficulties ſur- 
mounted, when the hand of the Al- 
mighty hath conducted them to peace, 
hath even 1 pread a table before them, 


In His excellent diſpo- 
ſition of the fates of men, and of thoſe 


and made their cup to overflow, forget 


too ſoon the judgement they once dread- 


ed, 


and 


d 4 
o- * 


zoſe | 
in 


1 
ed, nay more, become inſenſible of God's 


ercy, even while they are enjoying the 
Fruits of His bounty. They then relapſe 


| into thoſe very ſins which had before pro- 
voked His diſpleaſure ; they forget all the 
1 promiſes they had made before him ; they 
Zabandon all their good reſolutions, and 
thus add to their increaſing offences the 
terrible crime of ingratitude, and re- 


] bellion againſt the Father of Mercies! 


But cannot the ſame Judge again ſtretch 


cout his hand to puniſh ? Cannot He who | 
f once ſaved us from ſudden deſtruction 
Wear us away in lingering miſery? And 
has He not more dreadful puniſhments in 


ſtore after death for thoſe who relapſe 


into impenitence and rebellion? I will 


fore warn you, faith our Lord, whom ye 


| ſhall fear. Fear Him, which after Hehath 
| killed, hath power to caſt into hell ; yen,” 
I fay unto you, fear Him.” How unwiſe, 


therefore, muſt we eſteem that man, who 


uns into the danger of ſuch condemna- 


tion | 


411 
tion for want of conſidering ſuch judge- 1 
ments as he once beheld with horror, ; 
and through forgetfulneſs of thoſe excel- 
lent mercies which he once hath experi- 4 
enced beyond all hope ! Surely it is the 
exceſs of folly to permit our paſſions and | 
evil inclinations fo to blind us, ſo entirely | 
to miſlead us, that we ſhould not know | 
the things which belong to our peace, | 
till at length they are hidden from our 
eyes! Yet ſuch is the weak character of 
all WhO forget alike God's judgements 
and mercies, and careleſsly paſs the re- 
mainder of their lives, as if they had never 
been eye witneſſes of either. An unwiſe 
man indeed is he, as the Pſalmiſt faith, 

„Who doth not well conſider this, and a 
fool, who doth not underſtand it.” 

But, my beloved brethren, I hope and 
truſt that ye will be wiſe, that ye will 
ponder theſe things; fo thall ye under- 
ſtand the loving- kindneſs of the Lord. 
To aſſiſt your endeavours to the utmoſt. 


of 


x my power, I ſhall conclude this diſ- 


' Rourſe with a few plain reflections and 
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el. E ithful advice, correſponding with your 
8 bs Preſent ſituation. Every way of life in 
FEI E 4 

and! hich a man can engage, brings with it 
Al 

irely K own particular temptations. We find 
15 'l 7 every one of them certain fins which 
now | | 15 


Ml Ned, it is for us in our latter days, if we 


| from the cares of the world, but ſo cir- 


have been formerly betrayed. And this 
oled be God for it) is the peculiar hap- 
pineſs of your ſituation. Free from the toils 


of your profeſſion and of ſuch a buſy life as 


and | 

f | may have takenaway too much of your at- 
wil 
a tention from the care of your fouls, you 
* may now make that, as indeed you ought, 
ord. 

a our firſt concern. The duties of this place 
no 


or fare few and eaſy; the performance of 


them 


4 0 moſt eaſily beſet us » and happy, in- 
perceive ourſelves not only diſen gaged 
cumſtanced | as to be free from former 


Temptations, and enabled to repent of 5 
thoſe breaches of duty, into Which we 
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them is neceſſary to your own comfort; 


and the reſpect you owe to thoſe under 


5 whoſe protection and government, and in- 
5 ſtruction, you are placed, are highly | con- 
ducive to that peaceful order, of which 
every one of you well knows the value, Who 


wiſhes to give up theſe his latter days to 


the eſtabliſhment of his hope 1 in Chriſt. 


But if he means this, he muſt avoid 


i thoſe exceſſes too often fallen into by 
ſea-faring men. If his mind is to be 
given up to the duties and hopes of re- 
ligion, his underſtanding muſt not be 
injured, nor his fenſes ſtupified, by that 
dreadful vice which levels men with the 
beaſts themſelves. Thoſe who enflave 


themſelves to it, cannot prepare them- 
ſelves for the kingdom of God: for 


drunkenneſs adds ſtrength to cvery bad 


paaſſion, and betrays men into the moſt 
horrible crimes. Who then will be ſo 
fooliſh as to forfeit his hopes of ſalva- 
tion for the mad pleaſure, the momen- 


tary 


[ 29 F 
pry gratification, this odious fin may 
em to afford ? 
| Much leſs will a wiſe man draw down 
od's anger on himſelf, by a crime 
Irhich 18 attended with no gratification 
Bt all. He will not curſe his brethren = 
* o Pere, w ho hopes to live with the bleſſed 
rift. Pereafter. He will not blaſpheme the 


avoid 4 ame of God, Who hopes he ſhall at his 


o by Jeceaſe be permitted to join the angels 
1 be And ſpirits of other juſt men made per- 
fre- We, in aſcribing bleſſing and honour to 
t be im that fitteth on the throne, and to 
that the Lamb, for ever and ever. To con- : 
the clude in one word: You have been 
flavef conducted hither by God 8 providence, 
em- ſas St. Paul was once, to a place of refuge 
for | and reſt from the ſtormy tempeſt. Caſt. 


bad 1 off every ſin, which, like the viper, may 


moſt try to faſten upon you; and endeavour 
% to purify your whole lives and con- 
wa- verſations, by the aid of the divine grace, 
den F that God, through Chriſt Jeſus, may 


un 


Mor t; 1 

anderſf i 
id | in- 3 
con- 


-hichl 


, Who 


** ; 
bring you, at the laſt, into that haven] 
| of peace, where ye would be. And may : 
God accompliſh this in you all, for the! 
fake of the ſame Jeſus Chriſt our! 
Lord; to whom, with the Father and | 

the Holy Ghoſt, be aſcribed all honour! 
and glory, might, majeſty, and dominion, 
world withaut end. Amen. 
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devotion. 


0 Almighty God, whoſe Vrovideatd 
“bath protected me throughalife of dangers, 
and placed me here in a refuge of peace; 
tif accept my humble and unfeigned thanks 

for theſe proofs of thy abundant mercy. 
Increaſe, O Lord, the gratitude of my 
heart: let the remembrance of Thy lov- 
. ing-kindneſs influence my whole be- 
haviour, and enable me ſo to paſs through 
any "Qi WW: which may yet be al- 
lotted 
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haven ; 
| may Ptted me, that 8 0 the merits of 


1 che 9 * Son, I muy finally be accepted * | 
' Bleſs, O Lord, Thy chöten ſervant 
Peorge, our gracious Sovereign. Raiſe 
wy continually brave and pious men, to 
inſtruments in Thy hand for the de- 
ence of our King and his royal family, 85 
1 fur religion, and our laws. Protect all 
- hoſe who are engaged in this ſervice : 
9 0 them with Thy ſtrength ; direct 
hem with Thy wiſdom; and grant them 
ener he victory over all their enemies. Con- 
gers, 3 nue Thy favour to this inſtitution, and 
AC m J all concerned in its direction and go- 
anksf fernment. Give a bleſſing to the religious 
ſtruction we receive: and vouch to 


Nery one of us Thy heavenly grace, that 
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lov- 1 Dy daily 1 improvement in all godlineſs, We 
wt ö ay at length arrive at eternal reſt in Thy 


5 Wivine preſence, through the merits and 
Al. Interceſſion of Thy Son Jeſus Chriſt « our 


ted | : daviour, Amen. 
Our 
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Thy will be done in earth, as i 


heaven. 


Our Father, which art in heaven 
bread. 


Hallowed be Thy Name. Thy kingdo 


come. 
is in 


Give us this day our dail 


And forgive us our treſpaſſes, 


at 


we forgive them that treſpaſs againſt us 
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And lead us not into temptat 


ry 


ine 


For Th 


deliver us from evil: 
kingdom, and the power, and the glo 
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for ever and ever. 
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